
1 

 

The A.B.C. Sept 2018 

Thanks to the support of advertisers and an army of volunteers, a free hard copy or e-mail 
version goes into every house in Chesterton, Middleton Stoney and Wendlebury, and by  
e-mail to many others. Copy deadline is the 15th of each month for the following month’s 

magazine. To send correspondence, articles, or just get in touch with us, please email:    
chestertonmag@gmail.com    

 

HEDGEHOGS SPOTTED IN CHESTERTON! 

See page 28 for some tips on how to encourage hedgehogs into your garden 

mailto:chestertonmag@gmail.com
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From our gardening correspondent - David Jones 

Hilary Shipton, widow of our late friend Lance Chilton, has recently told us that 
he placed over 7000 photos on flickr.  These are of plants, places and people 
taken during the botanical and walking expeditions he and Hilary led to the 
Greek Islands, the Italian Dolomites, Cyprus, Andalucia in Spain, La Palma in the 
Canary Islands and other places – even some in England.  The early photos    
Nature’s Gardens - continued were taken on standard 35mm film. The later 
photos were taken with a relatively simple (by today’s standards) digital       
camera.  Knowing his camera well, he obtained outstanding photos of plants, 
scenery and people. https://www.flickr.com/photos/114876561@N02/sets/  ** 

His favourite place was the island of Thasos.  Hilary returned there in May 2017 
to spread his ashes on Mount Ipsarion (1204m).  

The picture introducing Akamas 2007 (Cyprus) is a back view of me with our late 
friend Gordon Whitham.  I found the flower pot and, often being the ‘cows tail’ 
on these expeditions, the flower pot on the end of my ‘walking pole’ showed 
that we were not too far behind the rest of the party. Hilary was behind us as 
the ‘Border Collie’ and photographer! 

At this time of the year the herbivorous activities of various insects are often 
destructively obvious.  Leaf-cutter bees are not a major pest, but they do leave 
interesting patterns on leaves. The photo is of a rose leaf in our garden. The 
bees take the cut section off to build a nest. 
 

 
Oak apples are probably familiar to most people, but other galls on oak trees 
are less familiar, partly because they are less obvious.  This year two kinds are 
more common than usual. The two in the photo are caused by the larvae of sev-
eral different species of small wasp.  These larvae secrete chemicals that induce 
the formation of galls. One of these is star shaped, the other is the spindle 
shaped object between the two acorn cups. Galls protect the wasp larvae from 
birds as well as supplying some food with rather less tannin than do leaves. 

** My search engine ’Norton Safe Search’ is too fierce for me to go directly to 
the right pages. If you have problems, use Google. Click on lcmarengo50 | Flickr 
and then Albums.  I have not found the photo I mentioned last month. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/114876561@N02/sets/
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From our Veterinary correspondent Jason Williams 

Ear Trouble 
I never cease to be amazed by the dedication of 
pet owners to their beloved companions. Just this 
week I’ve been dealing with a 75kg St Bernard 
called Chi (pronounced Kai) who has suffered 
from bad ears for some time. His ears had got so 
bad that he was constantly shaking his head. They 
were infected with a nasty bacteria and were so 
sore he wouldn’t allow his owners to medicate 
them. We had tried everything we could to treat 
the ears and there seemed to be little hope of 
relieving his distress. 

In these cases, a last resort is to perform a radical surgery to remove the ear 
canals totally, which takes away all the infected tissue. This type of operation is 
time consuming, expensive and not without risks; but the result can be life 
changing for both dog and owner. 

The next issue is anaesthetising a dog which weighs nearly as much as I do, then 
transporting the sleeping dog from the prep table to the operating table and 
back to the kennel afterwards. You know you’ve earned a small beverage after 
you’ve done that sort of lifting, with a few hours of operating in between. 

So, in this case we performed the radical surgery on the worst ear a few months 
ago. After an up and down recovery, things have now healed fully and the infec-
tion has finally been cleared up. This week I operated on his second ear. After 
the big ordeal Chi had already been through, you might expect him to be a bit 
anxious, but not this big fella. He looked so excited to see me in the morning 
that he nearly knocked me over and couldn’t wait to greet everyone out the 
back in the hospital. His enthusiasm and good nature added to the pressure to 
get the surgery just right so as to give him the quality of life he deserves. 

I’m glad to say that the operation went well and, after one night in hospital to 
ensure he was as comfortable as possible post-op, Chi has gone home. Now we 
wait to see how things go - there is a high risk of wound infection and delayed 
healing due to the nature of the surgical site, but I know his owners are dedicat-
ed to getting him right, so we’re full of optimism. 

The next few weeks may be tricky as Chi’s wounds heal and the last of the infec-
tion settles down. I trust all will be well and know that his owners will be ex-
tremely grateful for what we have done, regardless of the outcome. I look for-
ward to seeing Chi again soon and will ensure I am prepared for his 75kg bulk 
running at me to say hello! 

Enjoy your pets  Jason Williams Bicester Vets  
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September 1695 - the Fall of Namur 

One of the British Army’s most intriguing sol-
diers was Christian Cavanagh who fought un-
der the generalship of King William III and the 
Duke of Marlborough. 

Christian was an Irish woman whose husband 
had been dragged off to fight for king and 
country. She dressed up in her husband’s 
clothes, left her children with her parents, and 
travelled to the continent on her husband’s 
trail.  

‘I cut off my hair, and dressed me in a suit of my husband’s, having 
taken the precaution to quilt the waistcoat, to preserve my breasts 
from hurt, which were not large enough to betray my sex.’ 

Once in foreign parts, calling herself Christopher Welsh, Christian signed on 
to fight in the Nine Years’ War against France. She was involved in the 
fighting at the Battle of Landen in July 1693. The Allied army was forced into 
retreat; Christian was wounded before the fighting began and it took two 
months to recover from the graze from a musket ball. 

During the summer of 1694 Christian was taken prisoner during a foraging 
expedition. The former Queen Mary (married to James II) arranged for the 
English prisoners to be well treated and given an allowance, food and drink. 
The prisoners were visited by the Duke of Berwick, who tried to persuade 
them to swap sides and fight for the French. After nine days Christian was 
freed in an exchange of prisoners. 

When the army broke winter quarters, Christian’s regiment was sent to fight 
at the Siege of Namur. King William invested the town, but not before Mar-
shal Duc de Boufflers had quartered himself and seven regiments in the 
town, which capitulated on the 1st September 1695.  

In an attempt to divert William from Namur, the French, under Marshal Duc 
de Villeroy, had bombarded Brussels to no avail. The Namur garrison 
marched out on 5th September. During the siege of Namur the French had 
captured the towns of Diense and Dixmunde and had refused to ransom the 
garrisons. In return  Boufflers was arrested; his incarceration was short, as 
Louis XIV agreed to release the two garrisons in return for Boufflers’ release.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rsg1706.jpg
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The Fall of Namur—continued 

Christian was to continue fighting in the army, despite finding her husband 
in 1704 after the battle of Blenheim, until 1706 when she was wounded in 
the battle of Ramillies. Christian was carried to a small town near Louvain, 
where she was trepanned, taking ten weeks to recover. The doctors uncov-
ered her sex: 

‘Though I suffered great torture by this wound, yet the discovery it 
caused of my sex, in the fixing of my dressing, by which the surgeon 
saw my breasts, and, by the largeness of my nipples, concluded I had 
given suck, was a greater grief to me.’ 

Christian was discharged from the army. After a period in civilian life, Chris-
tian was allowed to become a Chelsea pensioner and was buried at the Roy-
al Hospital, Chelsea, in 1739 with full military honours. 

Helen Lashbrook; see my blog Eclectic Potted Histories 
www.wolfgang20.blogspot.co.uk  

This month’s puzzle—Find ten common insects found in Great Britain 

Answers on page 19 

http://www.wolfgang20.blogspot.co.uk
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Wendlebury First World War Memorials  - by Jeff Hewitt 

Albert John (known as James) Hathaway - Private 5th (Service) Battalion, Prin-
cess Charlotte of Wales (Royal Berkshire Regiment), 35 Brigade, 12th Division. 
Army No 37732. He was formerly with the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry Army No 26756.  Killed in action on 28th June 1917, aged 25, in the 
course of normal trench warfare. He was the son of Eliza Hathaway, 4 Oxford 
Road, Wendlebury and is buried in Happy Valley British War Cemetery, Fam-
poux, Pas de Calais - Grave A20.  
William George Hathaway. - Private,  B Company, 1st/4th Battalion The Oxford-
shire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, 145 Brigade, 48th Division. Army No 
202345.  Killed in action on 16th August 1917, aged 34, in the Battle of Lange-
marck, Ypres. He was also the son of Eliza and elder brother of Albert John 
(James) Hathaway. He is remembered on panel 96 to 98 of Tyne Cot Cemetery, 
West Vlaanderen, Belgium.  
William Hathaway - Private 4th Battalion, The Worcestershire Regiment, 88 Bri-
gade, 29th Division Army No 23004. Killed in action on 6th August 1915, aged 17, 
during the Battle of Krithia Vineyard, Gallipoli, Ottoman Empire. He was the son 
of Amos and Fanny Hathaway, Oxford Road, Wendlebury and is remembered on 
panel 104 to 113 of the Helles Memorial.  
Arthur William Hilton - Private, 2nd/1st Northumberland Yeomanry, XIX Corp. 
Army No 40277. Died from wounds received on 26th July 1917, aged 36. He was 
husband to either Annie Elizabeth or Elsie Fanny Holton, and although he was 
born in Wendlebury he lived in Bicester. Buried in Dozingham Military Cemetery, 
Krombeke, Belgium Grave IH2.  
John Cyril Wheeler (may be Cyril John). Private, 6th (Service) Battalion, The Ox-
fordshire and Buckinghamshire Light infantry, 60 Brigade, 20th Division Army No 
12156. Killed in action on 20 November 1917, aged 21, in the tank attack during 
the battle of Cambrai. He was the son of William and Elizabeth Wheeler of Wen-
dlebury and is remembered on panel 7 of the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, 
France.  
 

The following 2 men were born in Wendlebury but do not appear on the St Giles 
church memorial plaque.  
Alfred Read Blackwell - Private 11th (Service) Battalion, The Queens Own (Royal 
West Kent Regiment), 122 Brigade, 41st Division Army No. G/9285. Killed in ac-
tion on 15th September 1916 , aged 43,at the Battle of Flers-Courcelette during 
the Battle of the Somme. The son of Caroline Blackwell, he is remembered on 
pier and face 11C of the Thiepval Memorial, France.  
Walter George Hathaway- Private 2nd/8th Battalion, The Worcestershire Regi-
ment, 182 Brigade, 61st Division Army No 43737. He died from wounds received 
during normal trench warfare on 28th August 1918, aged 19. He was the son of 
Frederick and Ellen Hathaway and is buried in Aire Communal Cemetery, Pas de 
Calais, France Grave IV C 20  
(NOTE- Walter’s name appears on the memorial at St Mary’s, Chesterton.)  
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Charlie Barker on Film  -  

Stanley Kubrick - Paths of Glory 

During a career that spanned some fifty years, Stanley Kubrick, 
acknowledged as one of the greatest film-makers of the 20th 
century, directed a mere dozen feature films. These were mostly 
adapted from novels or short stories and form an extraordinary 
body of work. From the biting satire of the Cold War fear of nu-
clear conflict, Dr Strangelove (1964), starring Peter Sellers in multiple roles – 
“Gentlemen, you can’t fight in here. This is the War Room” - and the ground-breaking 
2001: A Space Odyssey (1968), to the superb, if controversially disturbing version of 
Anthony Burgess’s A Clockwork Orange (1971), Kubrick’s oeuvre is nothing if not ec-
lectic. The Shining (1980) proved to be an enduringly popular horror film, while Full 
Metal Jacket (1987) was his brutal take on the Vietnam War. His final film, Eyes Wide 
Shut (1999), starring Nicole Kidman and Tom Cruise, polarised the critics. Yet for me, 
one of Kubrick’s finest films is his black and white masterpiece, the ironically titled 
Paths of Glory (1957). 

The film is based on Humphrey Cobb’s novel of the same name which is itself loosely 
based on a true incident that occurred in the French army during the First World 
War. Faced with a suicidal attack on a German stronghold called The Anthill, a French 
regiment is unable to advance. Accused of cowardice by the self-serving General 
Mireau, three soldiers are chosen to be put on trial as an example and are defended 
at the Court Martial by their commanding Officer Colonel Dax, a lawyer in civilian life. 
The trial is a farce and all three are sentenced to death, though Dax  (Kirk Douglas in 
one of his finest roles) hopes that he can gain a last minute reprieve. 

The title of Kubrick’s film references Thomas Grey’s Elegy Written in a Country 
Churchyard - the “Paths of Glory lead but to the grave.” For the arrogant and ambi-
tious generals, of course, the paths of glory do not lead to their graves but those of 
the enlisted men. Very early in the film, Kubrick’s camerawork brilliantly reflects the 
duplicity of the Senior Officers as General Broulard (a suave Adolphe Menjou), a 
member of the French General Staff, persuades Mireau to undertake the suicidal 
attack by suggesting that success will bring promotion. Reflecting their deviousness, 
the camera weaves sinuously round the officers. Later we will see Mireau (a superb 
performance by George Macready scarred both physically and morally) viewing the 
attack through binoculars as if watching a sport. 

The film opens with a shot of the chateau which houses the French Army Headquar-
ters. Like The Overlook Hotel in The Shining, the chateau suggests a malign presence, 
looming over the ant-like humans, and life in the chateau, with its opulence and luxu-
ry, is strongly contrasted with the life of the soldiers in the trenches. In the former, 
soldiers are seen carrying ornate paintings, while, in the latter, they are carrying 
wounded men on stretchers. The trial takes place in the chateau and is formally and 
symmetrically composed in a cavernous room in which the black and white tiles on 
the floor suggest a giant chessboard and the implication that the soldiers are merely 
pawns in some vast game. In the trenches, Kubrick uses tracking shots to follow  
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Mireau, looking totally out of place as he enjoins his men - “Ready to kill more Ger-
mans?” - in contrast to Dax who clearly has the respect of his men as he inhabits 
their world. There is a particularly striking shot of the men ready to go over the top 
resembling figures carved out of stone on a war memorial. 
 

Paths of Glory is a powerful anti-war film, though the final scenes re-establish man’s 
humanity in the worst of circumstances. As Kubrick himself said, “For all its horror, 
war is pure drama, probably because it is one of the few remaining situations where 
men stand up for and speak up for what they believe to be their principles.” 
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Appeal for Oxfordshire Memories and 
Objects from the Second World War to 
the 1970s from the Soldiers of              
Oxfordshire Museum 

The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum (SOFO) in 
Woodstock is planning a new 1930-1970s Oxfordshire exhibition and is now appeal-
ing to the public for help to fill new displays with local stories and mementos.  

The new exhibit will link the home front and domestic experience more closely with 
the county’s military history and tell the stories of the women and children living in 
close proximity to the various military bases and locations that feature so heavily in 
the area’s history.  

One example is a child’s necklace given to a young 
Oxfordshire girl during the Second World War, having 
been made by a German POW held at a local camp. 
Local POWs often made toys and children’s playthings 
to sell for a little extra cash. The necklace was kindly 
donated to the museum by Rosemary Warner from 
Witney. 

A set of dog-tags, also planned to feature in the up-
coming exhibition, form a reminder of one young man’s time in the Stalag Luft III 
camp, now in Poland, infamous as the location of ‘The Great Escape’.  Sgt Leslie 
Mitchell from Woodstock was captured, aged just 19, after his plane came down in 
1940. He remained a prisoner until 1945. All the time he kept in touch with home, 
and the letters sent to him provide a fascinating insight into war-time Oxfordshire. 

SOFO Museum would be delighted to hear from anyone who could help with this 
appeal by donating their own objects, photos and stories. Please contact SOFO at: 
oxfordshirehome@sofo.org.uk.  Alternatively, stories and images can be uploaded 
to the SOFO website directly at: http://www.sofo.org.uk/storiesofconflictcounty/ 

SOFO also plans to take boxes of objects, magazines, photo-
graphs and music out into the community for reminiscence and 
outreach work to reflect a number of themes. 

Vicki Wood, SOFO’s Education and Outreach Officer, says: 

“We are looking to local people to help us find the stories and 
mementos for the displays and reminiscence boxes. Do you 
have small objects or photographs of domestic life in Oxford-
shire from about 1930 to 1970? We’re looking for ordinary 
items that are typical of each era – perhaps baby clothes, chil-
dren’s toys, empty tins and packets, and items from the home. 
Perhaps you have diaries, letters or memorabilia from family 

members who lived through the Home Front in the Second World War, post-war 
National Service or the Cold War?” 
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Jill Jones recently unearthed the following letter (re-typed verbatim from the origi-
nal stencil version) from Andy Reading, the head of Chesterton Primary School.  

How things have changed! 

Dear Parents                                                                                                         7th July 1982 

HEAD LICE 

The only effective way to deal with head lice is for all homes to take the trouble to 
regularly check heads.  There is no problem in identifying nits; if there are grainy 
specks similar to dandruff but firmly glued to the base of a hair around the hair line, 
then you or your child has nits.  Livestock may be more difficult to trace as they move 
about.  There is no point in wishing the responsibility elsewhere; the responsibility 
lies with the home, and it is patently unsatisfactory for only some of us to bother to 
check and re-check our children's heads.  In future any home failing in their responsi-
bility to the Fatherland will have “LOUSE” daubed in black paint on their front door.  
So there. 

PETS SERVICE 

(No lice permitted).  I would like our children to regard the Pets Service (at 10.30am 
on Sunday 25th July) as School's termly attendance at church.  The children will be 
reading, singing and performing during the service but as it is not in school hours I 
will have to depend upon you to encourage your children to attend.  Any parent who 
fails in their duty to the MOTHER CHURCH will find the word “SCUM” scrawled in 
frothy grey paint on their front door. 

SCHOOL MEALS 

From September 1st, the cost of a school meal will be 60p per day.  As I've said be-
fore, if your child tucks into his third helping of apple crumble, then you get your 
money's worth, even at 60p.  A wholesome packed lunch is worth considering, 
though I don't know how much you would get for 60p.  I think it should be part of the 
spirit of our school that children sit down at meals together – even a packed lunch.  
Any drop in dinner/sandwiches numbers may cause Mrs Marriott and Mrs Cairns to 
lose hours, and if that happens I will have to insist that children who go home for 
dinner stay at home until 1.10pm.  Any parent who fails in their duty to our HEROIC 
SCHOOL MEALS SERVICE will have the words “FILTH” and “SCAB” smeared in lumpy 
cold custard over their downstairs windows.  Any parent who phones me up at 
7.15am to ask when term ends will have various words dripping with venom 
screamed at them. 

THANKS 

Finally may I thank you for taking the trouble to come to school to look at your 
child's work and discuss progress.  We are fortunate that very few of us (except you 
Graham) have real problems with your children that need discussing but it is appreci-
ated by the children that you bother to come. And while I'm in full gush may I also 
thank you for the many varied ways in which all of you have helped to make the 
school year so rewarding and fulfilling.  None of you, however, will receive any pay-
ment. 

   Thanks  Andrew Reading 
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Middleton Stoney Cricket Club Fixtures 

Date Opposition Venue and Time 

2 Sept Invalids Home  1.30pm 

9 Sept Turville Park Away  1.00pm 

16 Sept The Law Society Home  1.00pm 

23 Sept Glos Gipsies Home  1.00pm 

Join us for Coffee and Cake in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support 

with Marilyn and Louise at 12 Chestnut Close,       
Chesterton 

on Saturday 6th October from 10.30 to 12 
We all know someone who has been affected, so come 
along and help us to raise money for this worthwhile 

cause. 
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Answers to this month’s puzzle 

Maths tutor with some  availability from September 2018 - KS2, KS3       

and KS4.  Please call Sam on 07786436033 for further  discussion 
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Chesterton Gardening and 
Painting Services 
• General Garden Maintenance 

• Grass and Hedge Cutting 

• Scrub Cutting 

• Weeding 

• Interior and Exterior Painting 

• Fence Painting 

• Pressure Wash / Patio Cleaning 

• Snow Clearing / Driveway Salting 

• No Job Too Small 

• Fully Insured 

• Free Quotes 

• References Available 

Call Tom Batten:   07834685806       

  (01869 247879) 
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CHESTERTON  PARISH  COUNCIL  AUGUST REPORT 
Although the Parish Council does not meet formally in August, there have been 
regular meetings involving the Chair and Vice Chairs and the Parish Clerk due to the 
amount of business needing attention. 

Change in Parish Boundary 

CDC have approached us to ask if we would like some ‘orphan’ land added to the 
Parish – this is adjacent to the Thames Water works (behind Wyevale) and this side 
of the railway line.  Following a site visit we were pleasantly surprised to find that 
this land is the Bicester Wetland Area, managed by Banbury Ornithological Society 
in conjunction with Thames Water. It is well maintained with three bird hides and 
we have agreed to take it on and will endeavour to offer our support.  Access is via 
the gates beside the Wyevale exit and is restricted to members of the Society at 
the moment. 

Roadworks on the A4095 

We have been in almost daily contact with both Taylor Wimpey and OCC Highways 
over the quality of the work done, or not done, by the sub-contractors employed 
by Energetics Ltd. AWH went into liquidation  before the work was completed by 
the 5th ‘gang’ who finished a job started in October last year.  We are now working 
with our County Councillor – Ian Corkin – who is liaising with OCC Highways over 
the remedial work that needs to be done, including the Top Green, lay-by, kerb 
repairs etc.  We share the very real concerns expressed by local residents who have 
been unduly inconvenienced during this period and have reiterated these views to 
OCC Highways quite forcibly. 

We have also liaised closely with Taylor Wimpey over The Hale roadworks and 
there is still work to be done to widen the junction with the A4095. We are also in 
contact with OCC over the interpretation of the Section 106 Agreement – we ex-
pected the road to be widened from the A4095 to Green Lane. 

Neighbourhood Planning 

As many of you will know, many Parishes are working on, or have completed, their 
Neighbourhood Plans which, when adopted, have a strong influence on deciding 
the future shape of the Parish – for new homes, new amenities and even new busi-
ness accommodation. The Neighbourhood Plan needs to develop from a vision of 
how you would like to see our Parish looking in the future. Developing the Chester-
ton Neighbourhood Plan is a ‘bottom-up’ process. It is not something that the Par-
ish Council can legally do alone but must be the product of consultations within the 
community. We will need to set up a Steering Group to collect, organise and then 
build the plan from the opinions and aspirations of YOU the parish residents.  The 
Steering Group is critical and we would want this to reflect a range of views and 
expertise.  Cllr Rowe and I recently visited the Chair of a Steering Group in a Wilt-
shire village and we were surprised, but pleased, that their Steering Group of 15 
members met monthly and embraced a range  of expertise including an architect, 
town planner, design planner, IT consultant and publicist.   
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CHESTERTON PARISH COUNCIL—continued 

We are planning initial Public Meetings on Thursday November 8th  (from 7.30pm) 
and Saturday Morning, November 10th (from 10 am) when we will explain the aims 
and objectives and the process. We will also review where we are as a Parish 
through an illustrated talk.  Please put these dates in your diary and come along. 

Post Box 

Following requests, the Post Office will now install a new Post Box at the junction of 
Vespasian Way and Green Lane.  The lag time is about 12 weeks! 

Availability of the Parish Clerk and Councillors 

From September 1st Vic Keeble will be in the Parish Office from 10 -12pm each 
Wednesday morning to receive bookings and any queries from residents.  Each 
Monday morning the Chair and Vice Chairs meet with the Parish Clerk from 
10.00am in the Colin Board Room, so residents can raise issues then if necessary.  
Parish Councillors are always available at the Tuesday Coffee Mornings in the Red 
Cow, so do feel free to join us then.  Vic Keeble can also be contacted on          
01869 244029 and via victorkeeble@btinternet.com 

Village Hall 

Most residents will know that the Village Hall is rented out to Chesterton Play 
Group on a sole user basis by the Chesterton Community Partnership – the charity 
that manages both the Community Centre and Village Hall.  By the time you read 
this the ‘extension’ (kitchen and toilets areas) will have been re-roofed and barge-
boards repainted along with gutter replacements. The Hall floor itself will have 
been cleaned and re-oiled with three coats. The costs of this important work are 
met by the Community Partnership. 

Oxford-Cambridge Expressway 

We are still awaiting the decision of the Highways Agency over the route that this 
will take and you may have read already about the very real concerns raised over 
the possibility of the option over Otmoor being chosen.  When we know more we 
will advise you accordingly – if the corridor around Bicester is chosen (Option C) it 
could have marked effects on our parish. 

Next Parish Council Meeting -  Tuesday September 4th 7.30pm in the Colin Board 
Room. As always, residents are welcome to attend and raise issues if they wish. 

Philip Clarke (on behalf of Chesterton Parish Council) 

"Ride and Stride Oxfordshire : Akeman Benefice 
Here is the opportunity to get out your bikes or walking 
boots to take part in the annual Ride and Stride to raise 
money for Oxfordshire churches. It will take place 
on Saturday 8 September and we will be raising money for 
our churches.  If you want to take part or help by sitting  in a 
church on the day to welcome visitors, please contact the 
Rees family for Middleton Stoney on 01869 343418 or     
Erica Wood on 01869 369815 for Chesterton.  
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Top to Toe  

cleaning and ironing 
services 

 

25 years’ experience 

References available 

Call Sue on 07763 586259 

FOR SALE 

Ash vacuum for use on stove or 

grate—picks up cold ash, fine dust 

particles and other debris.  Still in 

box, used only once.  £60.  

Phone: 07740151341 
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The ABC is pleased to promote this 
new charity whose founders, 
Rachael and Ian Scott-Hunter, live in 
Chesterton.  Their aim is to build a 
day centre in Bicester where their 
profoundly disabled daughter, Alex-
andra, can be cared for along with 
others.  A plot of land has been do-
nated and the charity is trying to 
raise £2.5m in the next three years 
to enable this facility to be built. 

The following two fundraising evenings are planned for September, and Rachael 
and Ian would be delighted if people from the local community attended these 
events to show their support: 

September 13th, 7pm— Supper, Quiz and Raffle Evening in The Littlebury Ho-
tel, Bicester. Entry will be by ticket at a cost of £12. Teams of four/six per table. 
Prize for the winning team. Tickets must be purchased in advance from Rachael 
Scott-Hunter by phoning 01869 325135.   

September 28th, 7.30pm—An evening with Ian Scott-Hunter, a Royal But-
ler,  sharing his memoirs of his time as a Royal Footman in Buckingham Palace. 
A very interesting talk with a slide show presentation followed by Q&A. There 
will be food, drink, a raffle, and a competition for "An interesting item of Royal 
Memorabilia", with a prize for the most interesting item. The prize will be a £30 
Garden Centre Gift Voucher and a bottle of white wine. The Royal Butler will 
judge!! Tickets £5 in advance or £7.50 on the night, inclusive of food. Venue - 
Chesterton Community Centre, 2, Geminus Road, Chesterton OX26 1BJ.   All 
proceeds to AHJ. Tickets can be purchased from Rachael Scott-Hunter on 01869 
325135 or Fiona Rowe on 07889 385100. 

SPANISH TUITION   
and conversation for adults by na-
tive Spanish speaker.    Contact 
07968 950556 

HORSE MANURE  available to gardeners.  
Bagged for collection or for wheelbar-
rows.  Contact Katy Hobbs on 01869 
243993.  Any donations appreciated. 

FOR SALE:  Two Mountain Bikes, both unisex: a GT Tequesta and a GT   
Timberline. £150 for two. Tel. 01869 243908 for further details 

Chesterton 200 Club 
The winner this month was Claire Hutt with ticket number 71. 
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What is Messy Church? 
Messy Church is a nation-wide movement of people 
meeting together to enjoy being creative and to cele-
brate the Creator in an informal gathering, where it 
is fun to be messy. 
Who is it for?  

Messy Church is for all ages, though it mainly appeals to families. Adults 
join in and have as good a time as the children! You don’t have to be 
‘churchy’ – in fact, Messy Church was established for those who didn’t 
see themselves as church-goers at all. We welcome everybody, and every-
body should feel at home with us. In the Akeman Benefice it is for those 
who live in one of the 7 villages, or their friends. Our only restriction is 
that children need to come with an adult: Messy Church is not a child-
minding service or a “Sunday School”. And we don’t want adults to miss 
out on the messy activities! 
What happens? 
From 4pm people arrive and join in the crafts and activities. These are on 
the theme of the day, usually a Bible story. At about 4.40pm we all have a 
game together, also on the theme. 4.45 – 5pm is celebration time, with 
the story, some singing, and prayer. It is interactive and lively. 5pm – 
5.30, the celebration continues with food, eg a baked potato, baked beans 
and salad, or pasta bake. We have a wonderful caterer, so it is VERY good 
food! Then it’s time to go home with the crafts you’ve made, and, for the 
team running it, to clear up and collapse... 
Where and when does it happen? 
Messy church takes place in Kirtlington Church, once a month, on the 
fourth Sunday, between 4 and 5.30pm, from September through to April. 
Does it cost?  
No, you don’t have to pay to get in. Just turn up and enjoy yourself! We 
do ask for a donation towards the cost of the food and resources 
(suggested £2 per person,) but that is up to you entirely. 
Is my child too young, or too old? 
We try to have activities that suit all ages. There is a play area and al-
ways plenty of picture books for littlies, action for the lively ones, and 
more reflective activities for those who like the quiet. Teenagers enjoy 
themselves, too... 

 ..and so do dads! 

The next Messy Church is ECO CHURCH on            
Sunday 23rd September 
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         THE MARVELLOUS PICNIC! 

Several families joined me and Gareth at St. Mary’s on 5th August.  We took 
blankets and chairs outside on the grass for a really lovely, relaxed and casual 
service.  We had an opening prayer of thanks for family, friends and our com-
munity, and the glorious weather we still continue to enjoy this summer! The 
only day it has rained in many, many weeks was the day of Giles’ birthday 
lunch. We had over 20 people to feed for a sit down meal all planned with ta-
bles set up in the garden!    

The birthday box had a taker today in the form of Ava Clayton.  She seemed a 
little bemused by all the attention as her 2nd birthday is not until the end of the 
month.  However, with present in hand and everybody singing  HBTY, she soon 
began to smile – those of you who know Ava will also know that that smile is 
never very far away from her cheeky little face - Happy August Birthday Ava! 

We sang ‘Thank you Lord for this fine day’ and had a prayer for Sylvia and 
Geoffrey Strivens, facing a new chapter in their lives together.  We wish them 
all the very best and thank them both for the many years of service to our 
church and community. 

Our story could only be one … ‘The marvellous picnic’ – where Jesus feeds the 
five thousand with two fishes and five loaves.   Two beautiful cardboard fishes 
and five equally stunning-looking loaves were hidden in the churchyard for the 
children to find.  When they returned with them to the picnic blankets, Esme 
and Gracie shared them out amongst the crowd, whilst Ava held on to the ones 
left over to take home. 

We then sang again: ‘Give me love in my heart’ before enjoying our picnics to-
gether, enhanced immensely by Phoebe and Claire’s delicious contribution of a 
plate of Rocky Roads.  Thank you, Star Bakers! 

Finishing up with our Lord’s Prayer and our Young Families’ Prayer, it was only 
left for me to say thank you to everyone for coming and whiling away a very 
pleasant couple of hours.  I’m off on safari now to Tanzania, so see you all at the 
end of the summer – unless I get eaten by a lion!   

Enjoy these endless sunny days. 

All the best 

Sue Ashdown 

YOUNG FAMILIES SERVICE 

1st Sunday of every month –  

St. Mary’s, Chesterton at 11am 
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WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER 

3rd Chestertots 10 – 11.30am in Chesterton Community Centre for chil-
dren up to 5 years old. 
(Every Monday in termtime excluding Bank Holidays) 

  Evergreens 1.30 Chesterton Community Centre   “Dog Racing’ 
We welcome new members – for more info tel: 252806 

  Community 
    Choir 

St. Giles Church, Wendlebury every Monday evening 
8 – 9.15pm  Contact Catie Williams 
(catiefwilliams@yahoo.co.uk) for further information 

  Middleton 
Stoney 

Parish Council Meeting 7pm in the Village Hall 

4th Coffee 
Morning 

Red Cow, Chesterton 10.30–12 every Tuesday £2.50 

  Short Mat 
Bowls 

Chesterton Community Centre 2.30 pm every Tuesday 
all welcome  (Tel 243330 for further information) 

  Chesterton Parish Council Meeting in Community Centre 7.30pm 

5th Bell Ringing All Saints Church, Middleton Stoney every Wednesday 
7.30 – 8.30pm. Beginners welcome Tel: Jen  343225 

7th Bicester Coffee and Chat at Hanover Gardens every Friday 10am 
All welcome telephone 246388 for further information 

  Table     
Tennis 

Chesterton Community Centre 7pm every Friday 
all welcome   (Tel 243993 for further information) 

8th Chesterton St Mary’s Church Féte   2-4pm 

  Ride and 
Stride 

Sponsored cycle ride or walk .  See page 25 for further 
information. 

11th Wendlebury 
WI 

7.30 in Wendlebury Village Hall. SEASAW (A local charity 
working with bereaved youngsters) talk by Janice Nicholls. 
Contact Julie Giles on 07917696047. 

12th, 

19th  
Chesterton 1-2 pm Silver Swans ballet class for the over-50s in the 

Community Centre.  Contact Emma on 07834195180 

13th Farmers Mkt Bicester 8.30am – 2pm 

  Bicester Supper, Quiz and Raffle evening at the Littlebury Hotel 
7pm to raise money for Alexandra House of Joy (See arti-
cle on page 24).  Tickets £12  tel: 01869 325135  

14th Bicester Coffee Morning at St John Paul II Centre, The Cause-
way 10 – 11.45. £2 coffee & cake.   All Welcome 

18th Gardening 
Club 

Wendlebury Village Hall 7.45pm Demonstration using 
flowers from a cutting garden by Buzzy Lapper of Flow-
ers Naturally 

mailto:catiefwilliams@yahoo.co.uk
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   20th Wendle-
bury 

Parish Council Meeting 8pm in the Village Hall 

23rd ECO Messy 
Church 

4 – 5.30 Kirtlington Church with activities, celebration, 
singing and a hot meal.  All ages welcome. 

25th Bicester Monthly Lunch at the John Paul II Centre, The Causeway, 
Bicester  12 noon    £4.50 pp    All welcome 

26th Chesterton 
Community 
Lunch 

1pm at Chesterton Community Centre.  £4 
Light lunch everyone welcome.  Please book in ad-
vance. Tel: Marilyn 01869 243477  

28th Chesterton An evening with Ian Scott-Hunter, a Royal Butler, on his  time 
as a Royal Footman in Buckingham Palace. 
At Chesterton Community Centre 7pm. 
In aid of the Alexandra House of Joy  - see page 24 for 
further information. 

28th Middleton 
Stoney 

Harvest Supper in the Village Hall 

VUE CINEMA Bicester – Programme for September        Date Time 

Australian Ballet The Merry Widow 20 September 19.00 

Handa Opera La Bohème on Sydney Harbour 13 September 19.30 

NT Live Julie 
King Lear 

6 September 
27 September 

19.00 

19.00 

RSC Live The Merry Wives of Windsor 12 September 19.00 

HEDGEHOGS 

Thanks to Chris Boyer for the cover photographs of hedgehogs in her garden.  Here 
are some tips from the British Hedgehog Preservation Society  for encouraging 
them into your neighbourhood: 

1. Link your garden by making a small hole in or under your fence. 

2. Make your pond safe by creating a ramp to allow them to climb out. 

3. Create a wild corner to encourage nesting. 

4. Deal with netting and litter to prevent entanglement. 

5. Put out food—meaty cat or dog food, chopped unsalted peanuts—and water. 

6. Stop using chemicals—they are toxic and reduce hedgehogs’ prey. 

7. Check before strimming. 

8. Be careful with bonfires—hedgehogs may be nesting in them. 

9. Build a logpile—this will encourage insects and provide a safe haven. 

10. Become a Hedgehog Champion—register on www.hedgehogstreet.org 
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Letter from Rev Brian Wood, Chesterton Rectory 

When does Autumn start - has it already? Has 'summer' ended?- at least 
this year we can feel we have had some summer. According to the Met 
Office the 'meteorological autumn' runs from September 1st to the end of 
November. The equinox (equal day and night lengths - 12 hours each) oc-
curs September 22nd/23rd- a date significant to astronomers, and astrologers 
too. What about 'quarter days'? - Lady Day, Midsummer, Michaelmas       
(29 September), Christmas Day. What about Harvest? 

According to that post-modern oracle Wikipedia: 
'Harvest festival is traditionally held on the Sunday 
near or of the Harvest Moon. This is the full Moon 
that occurs closest to the autumn equinox (22 or 23 
September). The celebrations on this day usually in-
clude singing hymns, praying, and decorating churches 
with baskets of fruit and food in the festival known as 
Harvest Festival, Harvest Home, Harvest Thanksgiving 
or Harvest Festival of Thanksgiving'. Look out for dates 
for harvest thanksgivings and suppers for our parishes 
in the ABC! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Praying
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Letter from Rev Brian (cont’d) 
 

Time- where does it go? Where does it come from? Is there a start of time? 
… an end? I'm hoping that you have managed some time off/out/away over 
the summer. With seasons and calendars in mind, the church marked 6th 
August as 'the Feast of the Transfiguration' when some of Jesus' disciples 
(Peter, James and John) went up a mountain and had a 'mountaintop expe-
rience'- seeing Jesus as he is - the son of God. They descended to the plain 
transformed and refreshed. I hope you will have had some time of refresh-
ment, recreation, re-minding, regaining perspective, seeing new horizons, 
perhaps from a clifftop, or on the beach. 

Apparently the autumn is a time when people think about new jobs, or 
about giving up jobs, perhaps to 'find themselves' or pursue new or long-
held ambitions, aspirations, ideas, dreams, plans, freedom from plans. John 
Henry Newman, the priest, poet and hymn-writer ('Praise to the holiest in 
the height') was pilloried (and unforgiven) by some for leaving the Church of 
England for 'Rome', following his conscience. Whatever we may think about 
'church' and our preferences for or against new hymns, old hymns, 
'traditional' language, incense, vicars, vestments, investments, … we can 
easily be distracted from the important things - like loving our neighbour 
and doing the right thing. 

A quote attributed to Newman ('feast day' 11th August):  

“God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has committed 
some work to me which He has not committed to another. I have my mis-
sion. I may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next. I am a 
link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. 
He has not created me for naught. I shall do good; I shall do His work. I shall 
be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my own place, while not intend-
ing it if I do but keep His commandments. 
Therefore, I will trust Him, whatever I am, I can never be thrown away. If I 
am in sickness, my sickness may serve Him, in perplexity, my perplexity may 
serve Him. If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. He does nothing in 
vain. He knows what He is about.”   

Autumn: a time for starts and restarts at school, college, uni … let us think of 
and pray for our young people that they too may be encouraged in their 
dreams and ambitions, not just grades. 

Rev Brian Wood Chesterton Rectory 

01869 369815 revbrianwood@gmail.com 

mailto:revbrianwood@gmail.com
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 SERVICES IN THE AKEMAN BENEFICE 

September 2018 

# Book of Common Prayer 
 
September 2  St Giles   
Chesterton  0800 Holy Communion # 
Wendlebury  0915 Holy Communion  
Bletchingdon  1230 Informal Service 
Chesterton  1100 Young Families  
Middleton Stoney 1100 Morning Worship 
Hampton Gay  1515 Evensong  
Kirtlington  1600 Family Service  
 
September 9  Trinity 15 / Education Sunday  
Bletchingdon  0800 Holy Communion #  
Kirtlington  0915 Holy Communion   
Chesterton  1100 Holy Communion   
Weston o/t G  1100 Family Service  
Wendlebury  1600 Evening Worship   
 
September 16  Trinity 16  
Kirtlington  0800 Holy Communion # 
Middleton Stoney 0915 Holy Communion   
Bletchingdon  1000 Family Service  
Chesterton  1100 Chesterton Praise 
Weston o/t G  1100 Holy Communion  
Kirtlington  1800 Evensong #   
 
September 23  Trinity 17  
Chesterton  1030 UB Holy Communion   
 
September 30  Trinity 18  (Michaelmas) 
Weston o/t G  0800 Holy Communion #  
Kirtlington  1030 Baptism families' celebration  
Middleton Stoney 1100 Harvest Service   
Wendlebury  1600 Harvest Service  
 

Thursday Communions at Kirtlington at 0930: 

6th; 13th; 20th; 27th Sept 
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