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LOCAL RESIDENTS FORM ACTION GROUP TO                                   
KEEP THE WOLF FROM THE DOOR 

Residents unite across Chesterton, Middleton Stoney, Wendlebury and   Weston 

on the Green 

 
July 1, 2019 – Chesterton, Oxfordshire.  Hundreds of local residents are uniting 
to voice their strong concerns and opposition to new proposals to build an 
American owned water park resort, right in the heart of one of Oxfordshire’s 
most historic villages. 
 
Dating back to Roman times Chesterton and the surrounding villages are set to 
be inundated with an estimated 500,000 visitors a year travelling through the 
village, creating an irreversible environmental impact, destroying the heartlands 
of these picturesque villages and disrupting the lives of thousands of residents. 
 
The action group formed by local residents is being co-ordinated by Chesterton’s 
Parish Council who have expressed their serious concerns about the proposals.  
The Parish Council has held urgent meetings with the planning consultancy 
responsible for the Great Wolf Resort proposals and have laid out strong 
objections to a number of the proposed transportation and infrastructure plans 
that will see extensive pressure placed on an already inadequate road network. 
 
Philip Clarke, Chair of Chesterton Parish Council said, “Our local residents are so 
concerned about these proposals that they have formed an action group that 
we are proud to lead and support.  Their legitimate concerns about increased 
noise and air pollution, impact on the local environment and wildlife and the 
inability of our small villages’ road infrastructure to support such a massive 
construction project needs to be fully understood by these developers.  We care 
deeply about our village communities which have been thriving for hundreds of 
years and we are encouraged that so many residents have stepped forward to 
lend their protest to this ill-conceived development.” 
 
Objections from residents include: “The obvious point (but worth reiterating 
nonetheless) is that the proposed development, far from being “near 
Chesterton”, is wholly “in Chesterton”, as it falls within the village boundary”…  
“The height of the buildings is not in keeping with any other buildings in the 
village”.  “The prospect of an 80ft high water park feature and a 4-storey high 



hotel accommodation fills me with horror.  We understand that this would also 
be 2 storeys higher than the  hotel already on the golf course…”,  “2000 guests 
at any one time would mean well in excess of 1000+ car movements per week, 
plus construction and delivery vehicles.  We believe this will have a truly 
detrimental and irrevocable effect on the local ecology and transport 
infrastructure.  The communities will be severely impacted by it.”  “The short- 
and long-term impact on wildlife, reducing habitat space forever.  Golf courses 
represent a significant wildlife resource in an increasingly developed country like 
Britain. They have a contribution to make and, with their large open spaces and 
areas of rough water and out-of-play areas, are described as ‘a green lung’ and 
‘a haven for wildlife’ (pitchcare.com)”.   “All proposed access roads are narrow 
and cannot be widened. It is impossible to ‘sign’ a route, everyone will just follow 
their GPS directions through a little hamlet and along other small country lanes”.  
“We had understood that Government policies and guidelines stressed that 
developments such as your proposal should be directed to brownfield sites.  
Does Bicester Golf Course fall into that category?”.  “I, like the other residents 
of  Chesterton, thoroughly enjoy living here and being part of a village 
community.  With the introduction of a huge tourist attraction literally on our 
doorstep, the community will eventually be lost, as people who have lived here 
for most, if not all of their lives, will move away.  The dynamic of the population 
of Chesterton will change to that of one less united than the one we have now, 
which stands together strong to resist this completely unsustainable 
development.”   
 
We  hope that our concerns will be listened to by the council when they consider 
the planning application for this theme park. 
 
Local residents are encouraged to get in touch with the Parish Council to hear 
more about the resort proposals, and to join the Facebook action group at The 
Official Chesterton PC Keep the Wolf from the Door. 
 
To remain updated contact:  
 
Philip Clarke, Chair Chesterton Parish Council 
 chair@chestertonparishcouncil.org.uk 
 
Mrs Jackie Williams 
clerk@chestertonparishcouncil.org.uk 
 
Website: 
www.chestertonparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

mailto:chair@chestertonparishcouncil.org.uk
mailto:clerk@chestertonparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.chestertonparishcouncil.org.uk/

