
Local Elections and Referendums  
  

The Government this week issued a new set of Regulations that apply to all local 
elections and referendums scheduled to take place after 15 March 2020 and would be 
required to take place before 5 May 2021. These have all been postponed until 6 
May 2021.  This will impact on Parish Councils.  Further detail can be found in the 
briefing you received last week from OALC. 

Councillor Covid-19 Priority Fund 

The new Cherwell District Councillor Covid-19 Priority Fund allocates each Cherwell 
District Councillor £2,000 to support our communities in responding to Coronavirus. 
Applications can be made by Parish Councils or any other not for profit organisation 
needing support for services provided in response to the Covid-19 crisis. 
 
You may already be familiar with the Oxfordshire County Councillor Priority Fund. This 
new CDC Priority Fund has been designed to work in parallel with it.  If an applicant 
wishes to apply to both CDC and OCC funds for the same project they need only fill in 
the CDC form, and behind the scenes officers will ensure that the application goes 
through both processes.  The application form and guidance notes can be found on 
our website at https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/Coronavirus-grant 

Police and Property Act Fund - Deadline 

To support voluntary and community organisations during the coronavirus pandemic, 
the Police and Crime Commissioner and Chief Constable have opened this round of 
the Police and Property Act Fund early. From today (Monday 30th March), applications 
are being sought from organisations across the Thames Valley who are supporting our 
communities through this outbreak. The Fund, which is jointly managed by the PCC 
and the Chief Constable, is created from money recovered by the police and the 
proceeds from the sale of items that cannot be returned to identified owners, including 
seizures from criminals. 

£100,000 has been made available to help organisations in this round and the closing 
date for applications is 12pm Monday 20th April.  

Further information and the application form can be found at: 
https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/police-property-act-fund/ 

https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/Coronavirus-grant
https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/police-property-act-fund/


Roadworks 

Work to repair and improve Oxfordshire’s roads and transport system is continuing 
under strict safety controls.  The government has stated councils should carry on with 
work to improve and make roads safe as long as it can be done within Public Health 
England guidance.  

This means that Oxfordshire County Council’s capital maintenance programme, 
announced in early March, will continue. Progress will also be made on transport 
infrastructure improvement projects and routine safety repairs are also being carried 
out daily. You will also see utility companies carrying out necessary work. 

If you see anyone working on the roads – whether it’s council teams or people working 
for utility companies - they are performing a vital service. Please observe social 
distancing rules and respect the workforce. 

Although the use of the roads has fallen dramatically in recent weeks anyone who 
encounters safety-related problems like potholes can still report them direct to the 
council via https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ 

New Delivery Service to Support 
Pharmacies & GP Practices 

To alleviate pressure on community pharmacists, Cherwell District Council has 
collaborated with Banbury Harriers Athletics Club, Banbury Star Cyclists’ Club and 
Alchester Running Club in Bicester, to set up Oxfordshire Supply Runs, a new delivery 
service using local athletes to deliver routine medicines to patients who are self-
isolating at home.  
 
This innovative service enables local athletes to undertake deliveries as part of their 
daily exercise, and thereby reduce the number of essential journeys other people 
need to take to. The scheme has been approved by the Thames Valley and North 
Oxfordshire Pharmaceuticals Committee and shared with other district councils in 
Oxfordshire who we hope will pick it up. Residents in Kidlington are being supported 
by a neighbourhood group set up in response by Covid-19. 
 
A service has also been set up to support Bicester GPs who dispense medicines to 
patients based in neighbouring villages.  The number of home deliveries has 
increased substantially so to help practices meet this demand a pool of volunteer 
drivers has been created from village neighbourhood groups to ensure that people 
who are self-isolating get their routine medicines.  
 

https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/


We are hugely grateful to all the volunteers who are supporting the NHS in this way. 

Voluntary and Community Response 

Along with Oxfordshire's other councils, Cherwell District Council fully endorses the 
initiatives led by the local voluntary and community sector and you can find information 
on what support is available in your local area by visiting Oxfordshire All In.  It is a very 
popular resource and lists over 400 initiatives.  As before, if you know of any new 
groups offering support in your local area, please encourage them to add their details 
to the Oxfordshire All In Response Map. This helps residents know what help is 
available nearby, and it helps the Council direct vulnerable people to appropriate local 
support. 

Domestic Abuse During Covid-19 

Widespread health concerns and job losses may mean that some people experience 
domestic abuse for the first time, and existing domestic abuse can escalate with the 
increase in stress due to social isolation. Reports from other countries have shown 
that incidents of domestic abuse have increased significantly following the outbreak of 
Covid-19, and this is already visible in the UK’s national services.  
 
Leaving an abusive environment or relationship must always be done safely. In your 
role as a councillor, please cascade the following information as appropriate within 
your division. It could really save lives.  
 

• Anyone who is experiencing domestic abuse can leave and seek refuge despite 
restrictions on movement. Refuges remain open, and the police will provide 
support to all individuals who are being abused - whether physically, emotionally, 
or otherwise.  

• If you overhear an incident of domestic abuse in progress or are worried for 
someone’s immediate safety call 999. Otherwise please share your concerns with 
Police via 101.  

• The county council’s Oxfordshire Domestic Abuse Helpline is open. It is free to 
access and available on 0800 731 0055 or email das@a2dominion.co.uk. 

• For anybody worried about harming the ones they love while staying at home they 
can access support and help to manage their behaviours through the Respect 
Phoneline. 

Scam Alerts 

https://www.oxfordshireallin.org/local-support-groups
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEbEtTN1mmSKw4d90N9xOIug-xwloI3M8TDH5EZlNgre5upg/viewform
https://a2dominion.co.uk/about-us/domestic-abuse-support-services
mailto:das@a2dominion.co.uk
https://respectphoneline.org.uk/
https://respectphoneline.org.uk/


Trading Standards are continuing to warn residents to be on their guard against 
criminals and scammers trying to exploit coronavirus situation. Information about the 
latest scams is posted on our public website and we suggest you bookmark this page 
to stay up-to-date.  
 
This week we would like to put a spotlight on scams involving people pretending to be 
charity collectors. Here are some tips for you to share on how to check if charity 
collectors are genuine. 
 
Check the charity’s name and registration number at gov.uk/checkcharity. Most 
charities with an annual income of £5,000 or more must be registered. 

• Make sure the charity is genuine before giving any financial information – it’s ok to 
decide not to give on the spot. Be wary of unsolicited emails from charities you 
have never heard of and be careful when responding to emails or clicking on links 
within them. 

• Exercise the same caution as with any other internet transaction, for example, to 
donate online. Visit the charity’s own website and always type the website address 
into the browser yourself. 

• Contact or find out more online about the charity that you’re seeking to donate to 
or work with, to find out more about their spending. Ask a trusted friend, neighbour 
or relative if you are unable to research this or need a second opinion. 

• Ignore requests to donate through a money transfer company. 

Temporary changes to the Oxfordshire 
Comet bus service 

Due to the current coronavirus crisis we are reducing the level of service provided by 
the Oxfordshire Comet to essential journeys only. All group bookings and timetabled 
services have been suspended as a temporary measure.   

We will continue to provide the Oxfordshire Comet bus service while we have the 
available staff resources to do so. Bookings for essential journeys have been limited to 
one shopping trip per week or medical appointments, however the council has not 
placed any restrictions on journeys to work for Key Workers. Residents should feel 
assured that while the vehicles and drivers might be different to the normal 
Oxfordshire Comet service, all relevant checks and safeguarding measures are still in 
place. 

Staying Up To Date 

For the latest information about the council’s response to Covid-19 regularly check 
your emails, visit the council website and follow our social media accounts. 

 

https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshire-residents-warned-against-coronavirus-scams/
https://oxfordshirecountycouncil-my.sharepoint.com/personal/carole_stow_oxfordshire_gov_uk/Documents/Documents/gov.uk/checkcharity
https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/homepage/133/coronavirus-covid-19


This is a briefing emailed to all Cherwell  Parishes   

  

 

 
 


