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Objections are flooding in from all over Oxfordshire to plans to build a private super-
sized US-owned private resort in the small, historic village of Chesterton. 
 
Plans by Great Wolf Resorts (Great Lakes UK Ltd) to build a giant themed water park, 
with an 84ft high tower (quite possibly the tallest building in Cherwell), in the north 
Oxfordshire countryside are now strongly opposed by the Campaign for the Protection 
of Rural England (CPRE), 13 parish councils and Bicester Town Council. 
 
Angry villagers say they are fighting a ‘David and Goliath’ battle against a big US 
corporate whose scheme for a Center Parcs-style complex will destroy a huge swathe 
of greenbelt, wildlife habitat and life in surrounding villages, with no benefit to locals. 
 
“This is a monstrous scheme – quite simply the wrong thing in the wrong place,’ says 
Jackie Williams, Clerk to the parish council of Chesterton, at the hub of the “Stop the 
Wolf’ campaign. “To concrete over 9 holes of a stunningly beautiful and viable18-hole 
golf course, currently home to lakes, swans and a vast array of other fauna and flora 
and providing a healthy outdoor environment for many people of all ages, is nothing 
less than criminal. Golfers are understandably outraged at the prospect of losing half of 
their golf course and the knock-on effect is that they are leaving to drive further afield to 
other 18-hole golf courses.  It doesn’t take a genius to imagine the fate of the remaining 
9-hole site, once it becomes unviable?!” 
 
‘Chesterton, many surrounding villages and Bicester will bear the total brunt of the daily 
chaos with at least 1,800 extra cars a day flooding onto our already overcrowded and 
unsustainable roads once the park is up and running – including the M40, A34, A41, 
A4095 and B430.’ 
 
The campaign has been gathering momentum strongly ever since Great Wolf’s plans 
were officially submitted at the end of November, with hundreds of residents from all 
over the county already signing petitions and letters of objection. Based on current 
response levels, it’s estimated there could be around 2000 objections by early 2020.  
 
Although Great Wolf Resorts have attempted to canvas support for the plan - their first 
UK venture – by publishing drawings of water slides, campaigners say the resort, 
suitable only for children aged between 2 and 12 years of age, will not benefit locals. 
 
‘It is most definitely NOT a local amenity. Great Wolf’s business plan is based on near 
full-occupancy, especially during weekends and holidays, so any available day passes 
for local families will be few, expensive and require advance booking ‘adds Jackie 
Williams, Clerk to Chesterton Parish Council. 
 
Proposals being considered by Cherwell District Council include a massive four-storey 
500-bedroom hotel complex and - with each room accommodating at least four people - 
this means a potential daily total of at least 2000 guests, making it possibly one of the 
largest hotels in the UK outside London. 
 
In addition, there will be a 900-space ground-level car park, nearly the same size as 
Oxford’s Westgate Centre car park at full capacity (1000 spaces). 
 



Campaigners say the new private resort – to be called Great Wolf Lodge – could see 
country lanes and local roads choked by an estimated extra 1,800 cars a day, based on 
the figures provided by developers themselves. 
 
This is because visitors to the Great Wolf resorts already operating in the US, where 
they are more spaciously situated on the outskirts of towns and cities, spend on 
average a day and a half at a resort – so 500 cars will arrive and 500 cars will leave 
most days, making around 1000 daily guest car journeys. On top of this, there will be 
additional traffic using the conference facilities, food delivery lorries, service vehicles 
and transport for around 600 employees, who will not live on the site.  
 
Developers themselves say that in addition to this traffic, a projected 31,000 deliveries 
during the two-year construction phase – equating to around 65 deliveries a day! 
 
The Council for the Protection of Rural England is opposing the plans as detrimental to 
local wildlife and rural life. “These plans are out of scale and place with the surrounding 
countryside. The CPRE strives to protect our shrinking countryside and from our 
perspective these plans will do nothing but harm this precious resource,’ says Dr Pam 
Roberts Vice Chair of Cherwell CPRE. 
 
Local businesses are also unhappy about the proposals, worried that a massive 
increase in traffic problems on the roads will deter existing customers from driving out to 
enjoy local pubs and shops. 
 
And, with guests encouraged to stay put inside the resort to eat and drink in the on-site 
bars and restaurants there would be little ‘trickle-down’ trade for Oxfordshire 
businesses.  
 
Chesterton local resident and mum of 2, Jo Martin, said, “I’m so upset to think that in a 
couple of years our quiet, historical village could be overrun by an extra thousand or 
more vehicles a day and half a million visitors a year.  The pollution and chaos that two 
years of construction will bring is such a worry.  But I’m so proud that the village has 
come together to fight this – we’ve fundraised, petitioned and raised awareness, even 
my children have written letters to the Council – and I hope that someone will listen to 
our voices, and not let this massive company buy its way into destroying our 
environment.” 
 
‘Great Wolf Resorts also plan to recruit 600 low pay scale employees locally.  But where 
from?  Bicester businesses already struggle to recruit hospitality staff.  This will just 
make it even harder!’  says Sarah Muddiman, Manager of Chesterton Community 
Centre.  
 
The dramatic upsurge in traffic also goes against proposed targets from Oxfordshire 
County Council, which recently expressed reservations about the planned Oxford-
Cambridge Expressway on the grounds of traffic issues. 
 
At least 400 objection letters have been received by campaigners or online at Cherwell 
District Council’s planning portal at time of writing (with many more in the pipeline) and 
a petition already signed by hundreds of people is currently circulating, to be submitted 
to planners.  
 
ENDS  



 
FOR FURTHER INFO AND INTERVIEWS PLEASE CONTACT:  
Jackie Williams Clerk of Chesterton PC tel  07935 221885 
CPRE: Dr Pam Roberts Vice Chair Cherwell CPRE  01869 245313 
Stop the Wolf Action Group – Tom Brewerton 07525 593426 
Chesterton Parish Council – Hugh Williams 07976 136833  


