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The A.B.C. July 2018 

Thanks to the support of adver�sers and an army of volunteers, a free hard copy or e-mail 

version goes into every house in Chesterton, Middleton Stoney and Wendlebury, and by  

e-mail to many others. Copy deadline is the 15
th

 of each month for the following month’s 

magazine. To send correspondence, arcles, or just get in touch with us, please email:    

chestertonmag@gmail.com    

 

 

Wendlebury Summer Fayre,  Beer & Cider Fes�val 
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Wendlebury Summer Fayre and Beer and Cider Fes�val 
 

An amazing day was had by all on Saturday 9th June 2018. The sun shone down on 

the 2nd Wendlebury Summer Fayre & Beer and Cider Fes�val. With many stalls and 

games to keep people entertained, the highlight of the day was live music from the 

four piece Subway Band. They kept the crowd entertained with lots of well-known 

classics to sing and dance along to.  

The event organisers were extremely happy with the turn-out, with people coming 

from surrounding villages and Bicester as well as friends of villagers from far away. 

Even a male cycling group turned up for some much needed refreshments! 

The event raised over £2000 for St. Giles Church which is currently undergoing over 

£22,000 of repairs to the fabric of the building, including the roof and stonework. 

Grants totalling £20,000 were obtained for the work from Viridor and OCHT; how-

ever, the fund will go towards the addi�onal repairs that are needed now that the 

work has commenced, which is great news as we now have enough money to cover 

the cost of the repairs. 

The Fundraising Team for St. Giles Church, Wendlebury would like to thank every-

one who a7ended and for their generous support on the day on raising such an 

amazing sum. Thanks everyone and look out for the next Fes�val in 2019! The next 

fundraising event is the Harvest Supper on 1st October 2018, followed by the 

Christmas Bazaar on 2nd December 2018. Please do come along.   Jus�ne Brown 
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From  David Jones  Nature’s Gardens – con�nued from June 

Because I did not have a photograph of one of the best known na�ve plants of 

Sicily – the sweet pea, Lathyrus odoratus - I forgot to include it in last month’s 

notes.  There are several stories about the origins of the cul�vated forms, but 

a Sicilian source is the most likely. 

Of recent years the distribu�on of the wild form of the species has been re-

assessed. It is now considered to be na�ve only in South-West Italy and on 

Sicily*. This makes one of the early and likely stories of the origin of the cul�-

vated forms even more probable. 

The story begins with Francisco Cupani who recorded the sweet pea as being a 

new plant in Sicily way back in 1695. Francisco Cupani worked at the botanical 

garden located in Misilmeri, which is about 9 miles from Palermo the capital of 

Sicily. He published a descrip�on of the plant in 1696 under the splendid name 

of Lathyrus distoplatyphylos, hirsutus, mollis, magno et peramoeno, flare odo-

ro.  Linneaus, being sensible, cut out all the guff in the middle to give it the 

present-day name Lathyrus odoratus – the smelly pea. 

In ‘the field’ the wild plant is obvious, so I am a li7le surprised that John Ray 

did not record it during his botanical trip to Italy in 1664. He lists many plant 

species he found on Sicily, but annoyingly he wrote** (I translate from the 

La�n):   Lathyri & Viciae species, not sufficient �me to sort them out! From 

the �tle of the book, perhaps he had seen the plant in England. 

So far as is known, seeds were sent by Francisco Cupani to botanical friends in 

Northern Europe.  Ini�ally there was real interest in the Netherlands, but other 

than one dried specimen dated 1700, there is li7le evidence of enthusiasm for 

the plant in England un�l the late 1800c.  By 1900, Henry Eckford had intro-

duced 115 new varie�es. These included varia�ons in flower size and colour, 

while retaining the smell.   

Although there are yellow flowered rela�ves of the sweet pea, Lathyrus 

pratensis (meadow vetchling) and L. aphaca (yellow pea) are common in Eng-

land, a yellow sweet pea does not exist. I am not aware that anyone has been 

successful in using ‘gene�c modifica�on’ techniques i.e. transferring the genes 

from yellow flowered species into the sweet pea. There are some suspicions 

that the sweet pea is not a Lathyrus!     

*Some people would include Crete. **Page 283 in: Observa�ons Topograph-

ical, Moral, & Physiological; made on a journey through parts of the Low-

Countries, Germany, Italy and France: with a catalogue of PLANTS not NATIVE 

of England in those parts and their virtues.  By John Ray, Fellow of the ROYAL 

SOCIETY.  London: Printed for John Martyn, Printer to the Royal Society, at the 

Bell in St Paul’s Churchyard, 1673.  
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Oxfordshire volunteers celebrated 

 
Oxfordshire County Council 

would like to thank our volun-

teers and all volunteers across 

Oxfordshire for the difference 

they make every day! 

Volunteering in Oxfordshire is 

thriving with one voluntary 

organisa�on for every 289 peo-

ple in the county and around 

4,500 voluntary and community organisa�ons across Oxfordshire – that’s sig-

nificantly higher than the na�onal average. 
 

Oxfordshire County Council has approximately 3000 volunteers who do an 

amazing job in their communi�es - delivering books to people who can’t get to 

libraries, teaching children how to code, organising ac�vi�es for adults with 

disabili�es, and much, much more! 
 

The council also works with the voluntary sector to deliver local services and 

support thriving communi�es across Oxfordshire. This includes funding Oxford-

shire Volunteers - a dedicated volunteering website for Oxfordshire. 

Councillor Mark Gray, Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Local 

Communi�es, said: “Volunteering is clearly something that goes to the very 

core of who we are in Oxfordshire and we should definitely be proud of it and 

sing it from the rooOops. 
 

“The message should go out loud and clear – thank you to Oxfordshire’s volun-

teers, you do us proud.” 

Miriam Chappell from the OCVA (Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Ac�on) 

added: "Volunteering is of great benefit to our communi�es, but what oOen 

goes unsaid is the benefit it also has for the individual. Volunteering can be a 

way to make friends, do something different, and add a fresh rou�ne to your 

life. 
 

"Volunteering offers you the chance to gain new skills – whether you’re hoping 

to improve your confidence, develop an interest, or even change career. The 

wellbeing benefits of volunteering, from increased self-esteem to improved 

social connec�ons, cannot be overstated." 

There are volunteering opportuni�es to suit everyone - from volunteering for 

the Na�onal Trust, to whipping up your favourite bakes to sell, to driving peo-

ple to appointments, to helping teach digital skills at your local library! 
 

Get involved - visit OxonVolunteers.org 
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Chesterton First World War Memorials 1914-18 part three of four 

 

A remembrance of the eleven young men with village connec�ons on the 

Chesterton Church Memorial situated on the north wall inside the church. 

 

William George Hopcra/ – private Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry, 28th 

Brigade, 7th Indian Division 

Son of William and Eliza HopcraO born Chesterton, bapt. St. Mary’s, 5th 

April, 1891, son of William and Eliza, Lab. He died on 29th July, 1918 aged 

24 years and is buried in North Gate Cemetery, Baghdad. 

 

Richard Porter – rank Gunner, Royal Garrison Ar�llery. 

Son of Richard and Sarah Porter of Chesterton Fields. Born in Chesterton, he 

had sisters Eliza and Edith and brothers John, Albert and Arthur. Richard his 

father was a labourer; they were living at Dairy Co7age, Li7le Chesterton in 

1901. 

Richard died of his wounds on 8th April, 1918 aged 30 years and is buried in 

a grave at St. Pierre Cemetery, Amiens. 

 

Basil Howard Baker – Lieutenant 2nd Ba7alion, The Rifle Brigade (The 

Prince Consort’s Own) 

Son of Rev. Samuel Howard Baker of Rotherwood, Donnington near New-

bury. Educated at Winchester College, address given as Chesterton Vicar-

age, his father was Vicar of Chesterton from 1914-1922. 

He was killed in ac�on on 22nd May, 1918 aged 21 years  and  is buried in 

Villers Sta�on Cemetery, Villers – Au – Bois. 

Source: Commonwealth War Graves Commission and parish registers. 

 

 

 

They Gave Their Today 

Further informa�on from Jane Stead, tel. 01869 243908 
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Charlie Barker on Film  -  Silence Reigns 

Once seen, who can forget the sight of Linda Blair’s head rota�ng 

through 360 degrees in The Exorcist (William Friedkin, 1973), or 

Mia Farrow giving birth to, literally, the spawn of the devil in Po-

lanski’s Rosemary’s Baby (1968), or even the terrifying red-caped 

dwarf, shaking her head as she  turns on Donald Sutherland in the 

climax of Don’t Look Now (Nicolas Roeg, 1973)? These were the 

films that had us baby-boomers on the edge of our seats. Now a new genera�on of 

acclaimed thrillers has hit our screens, from It Follows and The Babadook (2014), via 

Jordan Peele’s Oscar –nominated Get Out (2017) to the recently released Hereditary, 

touted as the scariest film of 2018. And then there is the superb A Quiet Place, an 

achingly tense film, directed and co-wri7en by John Krasinski. 

As with so many good films, A Quiet Place is based on the simplest of premises. The 

film opens three months or so aOer a cataclysmic event has hit America. We see a 

family of five �ptoeing bare foot through a supermarket collec�ng supplies, signifi-

cantly avoiding shelves of crisps. They communicate in sign language and it becomes 

clear that this is not just because one of their number is deaf. We soon learn, in one 

heart-stopping moment, that they are being stalked by creatures which have no sight 

but hypersensi�ve hearing. Any sound a7racts these alien hunters which tear 

through the undergrowth to bring instant death. So the family must live in silence 

and here detail is everything; sand is strewn on the paths to deaden the sound of 

footsteps; the children play Monopoly with felt pieces; footprints are painted on the 

floor to indicate the boards that do not creak. As if life is not frightening enough, the 

mother is pregnant, with the dread of a poten�ally agonising labour and a squalling 

infant hanging over the family.  

For the film to work, of course, the audience has to believe in the family at the centre 

of the story and invest in their characters. The parents, Lee and Evelyn, are played by 

Krasinski and Emily Blunt with the chemistry that you would expect from a couple 

who are married in real life; a scene when they dance silently together is par�cularly 

affec�ng. The roles of the children, Regan and Marcus, are taken by the excellent 

Millicent Simmonds, a deaf actress who thereby brings added authen�city to her 

role, and Noah Jupe, spo7ed by Krasinski in The Night Manager. These are characters 

whom we root for from the start, sharing with them the range of emo�ons they feel, 

from grief and guilt to love and sheer terror. We understand, for example, Regan’s 

anger as, in a teenage sulk, she stalks off into the countryside, caring not a jot for the 

danger that she could be puTng herself in. 

A Quiet Place is nail-bi�ng cinema of the highest quality. Everything is designed to fill 

the audience with a sense of dread. For example, one only catches momentary 

glimpses of the creatures un�l the la7er stages of the film. The sound design for a 

film about silence is pitch perfect. For Krasinski the film is an allegory for parenthood, 

the terrors it can hold and the sacrifice that parents are prepared to make. It is also a 

film about empowerment which makes the final moments en�rely sa�sfying. 
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July 1554 July 1554 July 1554 July 1554 ----    A Royal MarriageA Royal MarriageA Royal MarriageA Royal Marriage    

Mary Tudor came to the throne aOer the death of her broth-

er Edward VI. An abor�ve a7empt to crown her first cousin 

(once removed), the Lady Jane Grey. the daughter of the 

Duke of Suffolk was crushed on 19
th

 July 1533. Mary was de-

termined to return the country to the religion of her birth.  

Her father Henry VIII, desperate for a male heir, had turned 

away from Rome, crea�ng his own form of Protestan�sm, in 

order to obtain a divorce from Mary’s mother in 1533. Fol-

lowing the divorce Mary had been decreed a bastard and 

removed from the succession. 

Mary’s brother Edward had been a staunch Protestant and had veered strongly 

away from the centrism of their father, towards the austerity of Calvinism. Mary 

was determined to marry a Catholic monarch, so that any children she had would 

be brought up as Catholics and ensure a Catholic succession. She was also deter-

mined to cut out her sister Elizabeth who she knew was a Protestant. 

Mary turned her eye towards the eldest son of Charles V, the Holy Roman Emperor. 

Philip was eleven years younger than Mary and was not enthused by the idea of 

making Mary his second wife. The couple were married in Winchester Cathedral on 

25 July 1554, just two days aOer their first mee�ng. Philip could not speak English, 

and so they spoke in a mixture of Spanish, French, and La�n.  

As Mary’s husband Philip became King of England. The marriage was very unpopu-

lar with the English (the announcement of the marriage brought insurrec�ons in the 

country). Mary loved Philip with all the despera�on of a not very a7rac�ve woman, 

who may have believed her husband desired her younger and more a7rac�ve half-

sister Elizabeth.  

Philip must have seen suppor�ng Mary to return her country to the true faith as a 

God-given task. He had already been enjoined by his father to be a defender of the 

Catholic faith. This support was to be fatal to Mary’s desire to be loved by her sub-

jects. Support for her half-sister swelled as the arrests and burnings increased in an 

a7empt to force the truth of the Catholic church’s teachings on an increasingly re-

bellious popula�on. 

Mary and Philip spent much of their marriage apart, although Philip spent some 

�me in England when they were first married. In September 1554 Mary stopped 

menstrua�ng and she exhibited all the symptoms of pregnancy. Philip was to be 

regent if Mary died in childbirth. Mary is believed to have suffered a phantom preg-

nancy and the symptoms did not fade away un�l July 1555. 

In 1557 Mary believed she was pregnant again following a visit from Philip, but 

again there was no child. She is believed to have had uterine cancer or ovarian 

cysts. Mary’s died in the absence of her beloved husband on 17
th

 November 1558, 

possibly from the influenza that was sweeping the country, while suffering some 

form of cancer. She died leaving as her heir her half-sister Elizabeth. 

Helen Lashbrook; see my blog Eclec�c Po7ed Histories 

www.wolfgang20.blogspot.co.uk  
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This month’s puzzle—Find ten Sco7sh Islands—answers on p19 

 

Z V N V H Q M A M D M S Q B

W L F M G Z R F D G T I Z R

W B L R J R J F V S H R T B

K U R U A Y G B I D V R Q P

C T K N M M Z U N W H A K A

P E D M Q X H A T M C H T R

Y Q T N J T L C B M K D P U

B M Y R U T N S G P X N X J

Q P T O E H Q B K Q M A R L

K D S H Y R F K G Y L S Z R

K R S T K Y A L S I E I D L

M T T H K L J H T H R W N X

M L C B O R K N E Y C E M K

B K C M Q J R R K L N L H G
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Middleton Stoney Cricket Club Fixtures 

Date Opposi�on Venue and �me 

JULY     

1 Blue Lion Home      2.30pm 

Wed.   4 Oxenford (at Keble College) Away      6.00pmT20 

8 Old Salopians Home      2.00pm 

Wed. 11 Far From the MCC Home      6.00pmT20 

Sat. 14 Leigh CC  (ToO) Away      2.00pm 

Wed. 18 St. Clements Strollers Home      6.00pmT20 

22 Cricket Society Home      2.00pm 

Tue. 24 Goodwood CC (South Aust) Home      2.00pm 

29 Authors Home      2.00pm 

AUGUST     

5 Didcot Away       2.00pm 

Wed. 8 Isis Home      6.00pmT20 

12 Pelicans Home      2.00pm 

19 Jesters Home      1.30pm 

26 Simmons Home      2.00pm 

SEPTEMBER     

2 Invalids Home      1.30pm 

9 Turville Park Away      1.00pm 

16 The Law Society Home      1.00pm 

23 Glos. Gipsies Home      1.00pm 

CHESTERTON ST MARY’S 200 CLUB 

The winner of the draw for June is Sheila Carter with �cket number 20 . 

Sheila’s nominated charity is Katharine House Hospice. 

MIDDLETON STONEY CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND DRAW 

 In June Saskia Cornish and Andrew Hickman each won £25.  
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Chesterton Gardening and 

Pain�ng Services 
• General Garden Maintenance 

• Grass and Hedge CuTng 

• Scrub CuTng 

• Weeding 

• Interior and Exterior Pain�ng 

• Fence Pain�ng 

• Pressure Wash / Pa�o Cleaning 

• Snow Clearing / Driveway Sal�ng 

• No Job Too Small 

• Fully Insured 

• Free Quotes 

• References Available 

Call Tom Ba7en:   07834685806       

  (01869 247879) 
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Bignell Park Hotel 
....The Perfect Venue for any Occasion 

Afternoon teaAfternoon teaAfternoon teaAfternoon tea    
Every day Every day Every day Every day     
12.0012.0012.0012.00————5.00  5.00  5.00  5.00      

£14.95£14.95£14.95£14.95    
    

Tel: 01869 326550Tel: 01869 326550Tel: 01869 326550Tel: 01869 326550    
to make a bookingto make a bookingto make a bookingto make a booking 
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Sunday lunch MenuSunday lunch MenuSunday lunch MenuSunday lunch Menu    

Soup of the Day or or or or Blue Cheese, Pear & Walnut Salad or or or or Oven-

baked Chorizo, Olives and Bread 

Roast Beef, Pork or Chicken, Roast Potatoes, Yorkshire Pud-

ding, Seasonal Vegetables and Gravy orororor Pan Fried Salmon, 

New Potatoes, Green Beans and Hollandaise Sauce or or or or Mush-

room Risotto with Truffle Oil & Parmesan Cheese or or or or                         

King Prawn Linguini, Tomato Sauce,  Parmesan and Rocket 

Warm Cake of the Day with Ice Cream orororor Creme Brulee with 

Shortbread Biscuits  or or or or Selection of Ice Creams & Sorbets 

Lunch MenuLunch MenuLunch MenuLunch Menu    

Blue Cheese, Pear and Walnut salad or Smoked Duck Breast 

Salad with Goat’s Cheese and beetroot or Oven Baked Chorizo, 

Olives and Bread 

Pork Sausage & Mash with Seasonal vegetables & gravy orororor 

Beer Battered Hake, Chips, Mushy Peas, Salad and Tartare 

sauce orororor Salmon Fillet with New Potatoes, Vegetables and Hol-

landaise Sauce or or or or Creamy Mushroom Risotto with Parmesan 

and Truffle Oil or or or or Chicken Tikka Masala with Rice, Coriander, 

Poppadom and Mango 

 

Dessert of the Day or or or or Sticky Toffee Pudding orororor Homemade Ba-

nana Cake orororor Selection of Ice Creams and Sorbets 

Served between 12 noon and 2.30pm 

1 Course £9.95,  2 Courses £13.95,  3 Courses £16.95 
All prices are inclusive of VAT at the prevailing rate. 

If you have any allergies, please ask our staff about the ingredients used 
in our dishes 

Samples 
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WENDLEBURY  WI 

The speaker at our mee�ng on 12 June was Julia Miles. She 

gave a very interes�ng and amusing talk about her life as a 

diplomat’s wife in various parts of the world, including 

Aden, Nicosia and Athens. She also read extracts from her 

book ‘The Ambassador’s Wife’s Tale’. 

The talk was followed by our usual chance to chat over refreshments. 

Our next mee�ng is on Tuesday 10 July at 7.30pm when Janice Nicholls is com-

ing to tell us about ‘The Wonders of Aromatherapy’. 

Non-members are very welcome to a7end our mee�ngs (which are held in 

Wendlebury Village Hall). If you would like more informa�on about the WI con-

tact Julie Giles on 07917 696047.    Karen Lawrence 

SPANISH TUITION   

and conversa�on for adults by na-

�ve Spanish speaker.    Contact 

07968 950556 

HORSE MANURE  available to gardeners.  

Bagged for collec�on or for wheelbar-

rows.  Contact Katy Hobbs on 01869 

243993.  Any dona�ons appreciated. 
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month’s puzzle 



20 

 

CHESTERTON  PARISH  COUNCIL  -  JUNE REPORT 

The Parish Council met on June 5
th

 to cover a weighty agenda which included: 

Play Area update 

The installa�on of three addi�onal pieces of equipment aimed at older chil-

dren and teenagers will now go ahead as planned. We have been held up by 

the need for the comple�on of a varia�on order to the Sec�on 106 Agree-

ment which formally permits the change from an ‘informal’ to a ‘formal’ play 

area. We intend to install, as suggested by teenagers, a Rota Bounce, Super-

nova and Scrambling Net + an Aerial Runway launcher.  We apologise for the 

delay which was beyond our control but we can now press the start bu7on. 

The Hale/Audley Gardens 

We apologise for the recent closure of the road which was not no�fied to the 

Parish Council. We are in nego�a�on with OCC Highways over the implica-

�ons of the Sec�on 106 Agreement for Audley Gardens which states that 

there will be ‘widening of the road between the A4095 and Green Lane’.   We 

are s�ll in discussion with Highways and Taylor Wimpey over the proposed 

footpath from the estate across the eastern edge of the allotments and then 

down to Alchester Road via The Ginnel footpath. The Ginnel sec�on is about 

to be improved with a tarmac surface in late June. We have been advised that 

the first residents will be moving on to the estate in August, and as with Al-

chester Park, we will ensure that all new residents are greeted with a wel-

come pack and cake! 

Allotments 

The Allotments Commi7ee has issued le7ers to holders who have not cul�-

vated their plots & this has led to the release of some plots to those on our 

wai�ng list.  It is important that all plots are properly cul�vated in line with 

the Tenancy Agreement and, thankfully, most allotment holders appreciate 

this condi�on.   

Emergency Recep�on Centre 

The Chesterton Community Partnership who manage the Centre & Village 

Hall have completed an applica�on to the SSE Resilience Fund for  £9,000 to 

cover the equipment costs and the costs of a portable generator.  We will not 

know the outcome un�l September. 

Mee�ng with Community Police 

We met recently with the Community Police to discuss parking issues on Al-

chester Road &  adjacent to the Community Centre, and the Police promised 

to inves�gate this further.  Also concerns have been expressed where cars are 

parked on pavements and thus restrict movements by pushchairs, prams and 

wheelchairs.   If you fall into either category we would ask you to be consider-

ate to neighbours and users alike. 
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CHESTERTON  PARISH  COUNCIL JUNE REPORT - con�nued 

 

Potholes & maintenance issues 

 The Parish Council conducted a survey of the state of the main strategic roads 
– A4095, Alchester Road & Green Lane  with the result that Highways conduct-
ed their own survey with some posi�ve results, including the reinstalla�on of 
the priority sign and bollard on the chicane as you approach Bignell Park Hotel; 
the marking of several potholes which, in their view, merit interven�on, and 
the need for the chevrons by the Pavilion to be re-installed. Do use the ‘fix my 
street’ website to alert Highways of your requests. 

BSA proposed expansion of the Akeman Street site 

We have asked to meet with BSA and their PR team in advance of the submis-

sion of any plans to CDC to ensure that local concerns are accounted for includ-

ing footpath and cycleway provision and road improvements. 

Website 

The Parish Council now have their own website also used by the Community 

Centre.  Access is via www.chestertonvillagepc.co.uk and it is proposed that 

minutes and agendas for Council mee�ngs will be posted as well as financial 

informa�on and policies.  Also details of planning applica�ons received will be 

posted which can then be accessed in full via the CDC Planning Portal. We are 

also discussing whether Booking Sheets for the Centre can be available on line 

which will assist poten�al hirers, alongside downloadable Booking Forms and 

Hiring Condi�ons. 

Dog fouling 

This is an issue we had hoped would not re-occur in the village but sadly this is 

not the case. We have received complaints of dog fouling where the owners 

have failed to remove the mess, despite the availability of poo bags.  Where 

instances are within the village we are happy to report these to the Dog War-

den who will take ac�on when details of offenders are known. Do contact Vic 

Keeble ( 01869 244029) if you wish to report instances with the name of the 

dog owners. 

Summer Ac�vi�es programme 

We are running an ac�vi�es programme in associa�on with the District Council 

which will take place on the Playing Fields  in the Summer holidays. These will 

be free with further details to be circulated within the School and on No�ce 

Boards. 

Next PC mee�ng – Tuesday July 3
rd

 at 7.30pm in the Colin Board Room of the 

Community Centre.  As always residents are welcome to aFend. 

Philip Clarke (on behalf of the Parish Council) 
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Middleton Stoney Parish Council Report 

The AGM of the Parish Council followed by the normal bi-monthly mee�ng of 

the Parish Council was held on Tuesday 8 May 2018. 

Village Business 

Parish Council. 

Mr Andrew Fulljames was re-elected as Chairman. Mrs Deborah Pay was re-

elected as Vice- Chairman.  

Mr Mar�n Keighery has been appointed as the new Clerk. He will take over 

effec�ve end of May.  

Village Hall - External and Internal Redecora�on 

Work to go ahead in the summer.  

Village Barbecue 

This will take place on Sunday 1 July on the Cricket Field.  

Mid Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan 

The Plan has now been submi7ed to CDC and has also been made available by 

CDC for public consulta�on in the parishes concerned for a 6 week period end-

ing 19 June.  For Middleton m Stoney residents the consulta�on documents are 

available in All Saints Church.  A no�ce together with the list of venues where 

material is held for viewing is posted on our public no�ce board and also on the 

village website.     

Planning MaFers 

We have responded to: 

MW. 0005/18 – Viridor Waste Management re Ardey Landfill Site. No objec�on. 

18/00406/F – Mr Smith – The Old Police House. No objec�on. 

18/00294/F – Mr & Mrs O’Dwyer – Rufflands. Some concerns expressed but CDC 

Officers will decide.  

18/00513/REM – Heyford Commercial Developments Ltd – Heyford Park. Re-

served ma7ers applica�on pursuant to 10/01642/OUT of November 2010 and 

to which we did not object. Village Centre development forms part of the over-

all se7lement which will eventually reach 2600 in accordance with the CDC Lo-

cal Plan 2011-2031. No objec�on.   

Aves Ditch 

Historic applica�on via OCC from Trail Riders Fellowship to allow AD to be used 

by motorised vehicles. There is no current or historic use of this nature and we 

have objected.    
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MIDDLEON STONEY    ROYAL WEDDING BREAKFAST 

On Saturday 19th May, Harry and Meghan's wedding day, we 

gathered together to have a variety of cooked breakfasts, in-

cluding kedgeree in the village hall, beau�fully decorated for 

the occasion, plus the outside complete with the union flag. 

We watched the service live from St George's Chapel complete 

with sound, which Caro and her team managed to get in �me, 

whilst enjoying cakes and toas�ng the Duke and Duchess of 

Sussex with bubbly. 

Grateful thanks to the village hall commi7ee lead by Debbie and assisted by James, 

Jennifer, Simon, Abigail, Denise and Rona. 

The "icing on the cake" was the wonderful weather on this special day. 

Catherine Fulljames  

Middleton Stoney PC Report—con�nued 

Oxon CC 

Members noted the most recent Ox-Cam presenta�on. Members have con-

cerns re proposed route. Op�ons B & C are likely to impact us. Decision on 

route expected  July.   

Councillor’s Priority Fund (CPF) 

OCC has set aside £945,000 2018/19 and 2019/20. Purpose of the CPF is to sup-

port councillors’ priori�es in their area. In order to gain as much benefit as pos-

sible for residents, OCC are par�cularly interested in suppor�ng projects that 

have an element of match funding. In the first instance, we should contact our 

County Councillor to discuss the project. The first round of applica�ons is open 

now and all applica�ons must be received by June 30
th

.  The Parish Council has 

no par�cular project at this stage but members will keep this funding in mind.   

Traffic 

We await formal response from OCC following our mee�ng of 26 March. How-

ever, a site mee�ng at Middleton Stoney had taken place where Officers of 

OCC had viewed at first hand the impact of HGVs at the crossroads. Our issues 

were acknowledged and it was indicated that Middleton Stoney crossroads is 

now a ‘priority’ issue for OCC Highways Department. The sense was that some 

progress is being made. 

Next Mee�ng  

The next mee�ng will be on Monday 2 July 2018 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.  

Full minutes are available on the Village Website www.middletonstoney.com. 
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 YOUNG FAMILIES SERVICE 

 

1
st

 Sunday of every month –  

St. Mary’s, Chesterton at 11am. 

 

A service specifically designed for young children 

June Service 2018 

We had a lovely crowd to join us at our June ser-

vice, and once again it was a glorious day!  We 

certainly can’t complain about the summer so far! 

We opened with ‘Come on and Celebrate’, which 

we had last �me but its such a jolly hymn I could-

n’t resist a second take!   The Birthday Box, had 

no birthdays!  So Jack kindly chose a present for 

his absent sister, Emily Mar�n and we all sang to 

her anyway.  

Our second hymn ‘Bind us together Lord’ was fol-

lowed by our prayers when we remembered the vic�ms of the London 

Bridge Bombing, unbelievably a year ago. 

So many people came to the aid of strangers, most of whom were from for-

eign lands, just like the story this month - The Good Samaritan.  

When we acted it out confusion reigned.  Jack was our hapless traveller, 

a7acked by the most deligh\ul robbers I’ve ever seen.  Eiren, Fleur and Ava 

set upon him from behind their rocks and beat him up… ok, what really hap-

pened was that they wandered preTly around casually waving their s�cks 

without a clue of their purpose – love it!   

The unhelpful passers-by were played by Brian (the snooty Bishop) no com-

ment! and Charlo7e, a high class judge far too important to help a bleeding 

stranger.  Our good Samaritan though came to his aid in the form of Becky, 

and David Atwood as the Innkeeper.  I felt quite �red by the end of it and 

needed a sit down… but no peace for the wicked!   We soldiered on with 

“when you needed a neighbour” a very apt hymn and suitable for today’s 

world as well, and finished up the service with The Lord’s Prayer and our 

Young Families Prayer. 
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St. Mary’s Walk   27
th

 May 2018 
 

 

Six intrepid walkers braved the searing heat 

(for England, that is) and joined the 9.8 mile 

St. Mary’s Walk.  Following a communion 

service at St. Mary’s Kirtlington, the walk 

took us to St. Mary’s Weston on the Green 

where we were treated to hot and cold 

drinks and excellent biscuits – thank you. The 

aOernoon resumed with a walk to St. Mary’s 

Chesterton, finishing with tea and cake. A 

splendid walk, enjoyed by all. 

Then…  the real fun began.  Andy Johnson 

joined us to take groups up the tower and 

show them how the clock works.   His tour 

started with strange markings on the wall by 

the door to the tower.   

These apparently were the �mes of the ser-

vices to remind people when to a7end on a 

sort of sundial basis.  The very, steep steps 

to the clock tower were nego�ated by 

young and not so young but what a treat 

was in store!  The beau�ful workings of the 

clock on display and while Andy told us all 

about it we were even allowed to have a go 

at winding.  The clock has to be wound eve-

ry week and Andy has been doing it for over 30 years. He now has an able 

assistant in the form of Nick Chapman, who apparently can wind the clock 

in one go without stopping.  No mean feat – I’m impressed Mr Chapman!  

We also saw the wri�ngs on the wall and found the secret window but I 

won’t give any more away because I’m sure we will do it again – you’ll just 

have to come and see for yourself. 

Thank you Andy, for a very enjoyable and interes�ng morning.           

Sue Ashdown 
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Maths tutor with some  availability 

from September 2018 - KS2, KS3 and 

KS4. 

Please call Sam on 07786436033 for 

further  discussion 
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CHESTERTON	COMMUNITY		CENTRE 

Please join us for ourPlease join us for ourPlease join us for ourPlease join us for our    

first café churchfirst café church 

on Sunday 15on Sunday 15on Sunday 15on Sunday 15thththth    July  at 11 o’clockJuly  at 11 o’clockJuly  at 11 o’clockJuly  at 11 o’clock    

YYYYou are warmly invited to come and enjoy  cof-ou are warmly invited to come and enjoy  cof-ou are warmly invited to come and enjoy  cof-ou are warmly invited to come and enjoy  cof-
fee, pastries, cake, music fee, pastries, cake, music fee, pastries, cake, music fee, pastries, cake, music     

and informal discussionand informal discussionand informal discussionand informal discussion    

in a relaxed atmospherein a relaxed atmospherein a relaxed atmospherein a relaxed atmosphere  

Everyone	is	welcome!Everyone	is	welcome!	

 

CCCCCCCCaaaaaaaafffffffféééééééé        
CCCCCCCChhhhhhhhuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrcccccccchhhhhhhh        

Educa�onal Grants - Countess of Jersey’s Educa�onal Founda�on  

Each year, the Countess of Jersey’s Founda�on provides a number of modest 

grants to young people resident in the nominal catchment areas of the Bicester 

Secondary Schools, who are leaving secondary educa�on. The founda�on pro-

vides non-repayable funds for the provision of financial assistance.  

 In terms of the Founda�on grants are made by the Trustees to young people 

who, in the opinion of the Trustees, are in need of financial assistance and are 

resident in the prescribed area, with first preference to those who are resident in 

the parish of Middleton Stoney and the second preference for those who are fe-

male. 

Applica�on for Financial Assistance – Applica�on forms can be obtained from: 

The Clerk, Countess of Jersey’s Founda�on, Rectory Farmhouse, Bicester Road, 

Middleton Stoney, OX25 4TD (01869 343 284) and must be completed and re-

turned by Monday 18
th

 September 2017. 
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WHAT’S ON IN JULY 

2
nd

 Chestertots 10 – 11.30am in Chesterton Community Centre for chil-

dren up to 5 years old.	

  Evergreens 1.30 Chesterton Community Centre   “Game of HOY’	

We welcome new members – for more info tel: 252806 

  Middleton    
Stoney 

Parish Council Mee�ng 7pm in the Village Hall 

  Community	

    Choir 

St. Giles Church, Wendlebury every Monday evening	

8 – 9.15pm  Contact Ca�e Williams 

(ca�efwilliams@yahoo.co.uk) for further informa�on 

3
rd

 Red Cow Chesterton Coffee Morning 10.30 – 12 every Tuesday £2.50 

  Short Mat 
Bowls 

Chesterton Community Centre 2.30 pm every Tuesday	

  Chesterton Parish Council Mee�ng in Community Centre 7pm 

4
th

 Chesterton 1-2 pm Silver Swans ballet class for the over-50s in the Com-

munity Centre every Wednesday. £20 for a 4 week course.     

  Bell Ringing All Saints Church, Middleton Stoney every Wednesday	

7.30 – 8.30pm. Beginners welcome Tel: Jen  343225 

6
th

 Bicester Coffee and Chat at Hanover Gardens every Friday 10am	

All welcome telephone 246388 for further informa�on 

  Table Tennis Chesterton Community Centre 7pm every Friday	

all welcome   (Tel 243993 for further informa�on) 

7
th

 Bicester WW1 Centenary Band Concert 7.30 – 10pm in Garth 

Park.    Further info from  www.bicester.gov.uk 

10
th

 Wendlebury	

        WI 

Village Hall 7.30pm Speaker is Janice Nicholls	

talking about  ‘The Wonders of Aromatherapy’.	

New members and guests are always welcome.	

For further info contact Julie Giles on 07917 696047 

12
th

 Farmers Mkt Bicester 8.30am – 2pm 

13
th

 Bicester Coffee Morning at St John Paul II Centre, The Causeway	

10 – 11.45. £2 coffee & cake.   All Welcome 

13
th

 

& 

14
th 

Launton Joseph & the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat	

Friday 7.30, Saturday 2.30 & 7.30.  Adults £9 Children £5	

from Costcu7ers in Launton 
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WHAT’S ON IN JULY  - con�nued 

15
th Chesterton Café Church 11am in the Community Centre 

22
nd Kirtlington 2 – 5pm Food Fest for 5-11 years  £5.  To book contact	

Jo Cropp 07759177014 by Wednesday 8
th

 July	

jocropp@hotmail.co.uk 

24
th

 Bicester Monthly Lunch at the St John Paul II Centre in The Cause-

way  12 noon  £5 pp    All welcome 

25
th

 Chesterton	

Community 
Lunch 

1pm at Chesterton Community Centre.  £4	

Light lunch everyone welcome.	

Tel: Marilyn 01869 243477 to book 

VUE CINEMA Bicester – Programme for July       Date Time 

Royal Shakespeare Romeo and Juliet 18 July 19.00 

Apollo Theatre Everybody’s Talking About Jamie 5 July 19.20 

Andre Rieu’s 2018 Maastricht Concert 28 July	

29 July 

19.00	

15.00 
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LeFer from Rev Brian Wood, Chesterton Rectory 

I am wri�ng this on the anniversary of the dreadful, tragic, Grenfell Tower fire that 

consumed so many, and has irrevocably changed lives. I recall the morning that a 

whole corner of Ronan Point collapsed in a gas explosion in 1968, half a century 

ago, its anniversary unmarked :  

h7ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQBtqhlDFRo.  

In our lovely part of Oxfordshire surrounded as we are by lovely green fields it's 

hard to imagine what it may be like to live in, or near, such a block- do we count 

our blessings?   Do we say 'thank God it's not me or my family or friends?' 

I had the pleasure of mee�ng up with our MP when she visited the Red Cow on 

her 'Pub Tour' last week. I took the opportunity to raise with her a number of is-

sues, as you might expect me to: 

'Islamic marriage' where wives are unable to divorce as they are not legally 

married 

Grenfell families, especially children, s�ll without somewhere to call 'home' 

extension of the 'sugar tax' to reduce growing obesity and diabetes 

a friend of mine killed on his bike by someone fleeing a police chase 

Every week we pray in church for the Queen and all that are put in authority un-

der her, that we may be 'quietly and Godly governed'- and we are. Do pray for our 

MP and for our government- there's more to life than Brexit. 

It's Holiday �me; holiday weather- holy days. Who'd 'ave thought it- holy?! What 

does that mean? Current usage has deviated a lot from the original understanding 

of what some used to call 'days of obliga�on' on which we were obliged to pray, 

and maybe a7end services- not just Christmas. Some of you may recall having a 

half-day off school for Ascension Day. We tend to think of holidays as days of 

'annual leave' or school 'breaking up' or of recrea�on- and that's not bad. Espe-

cially as what used to be seen as a 'Sabbath- day of rest' has become for many 

another day of work the abilty to take �me out, �me with friends and family or 

alone is precious. We owe it to ourselves (our selves) and to others to re-create 

ourselves, to refresh ourselves. 

You may or may not view the countryside, the hilltop panorama, the seaside, as 

God's crea�on; it is a marvellous accident of chemistry to have made it like it is 

and that we are able to see it. I hope and pray that you may see things not only as 

they are but also as they could be, and may God give you the strength and deter-

mina�on to stand up for what is right, what is good, what is holy. 

God bless you and all whom you love at this holiday-�me and always. Amen. 
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                                   SERVICES IN THE AKEMAN BENEFICE 

                             July 2018     # Book of Common Prayer    *  Bap�sm 

Sunday 1 July Trinity 5    

Chesterton  0800  Holy Communion #  

Wendlebury  0915  Holy Communion  

Bletchingdon  1100  Holy Communion  

Chesterton  1100  Young Families’ Service 

Middleton St  1100  Morning Worship  

Hampton Gay  1515  Holy Communion  

Kirtlington  1600  Family Service *  

 

Sunday 8 July Trinity 6   

Bletchingdon  0800  Holy Communion #  

Kirtlington  0915  Holy Communion  

Chesterton  1100  Holy Communion  

Weston o/t G  1100  Family Service   

Wendlebury  1600  Evening Worship  

 

Sunday 15 July Trinity 7    

Kirtlington  0800  Holy Communion #  

Middleton St  0915  Holy Communion  

Bletchingdon  1000  Family Service   

Chesterton  1100  Café church     NEW 

What is Café Church?  

It’s church but not as you know it.  

We will look at topical issues with coffee and pastries. 

All are welcome whether church goers or not. Take a look and join us. 
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